
CITY OF Ritzville – ReMOTE / In PERSON Council Meeting March 3rd, 2026		
OPENING OF COUNCIL MEETING
[bookmark: _Hlk211430732]Mayor Yaeger opened the remote and in person council meeting at 7:00pm. The council members present were Eric Ottmar, Dennis Chamberlain, Jen Verhey, Jessica Quinn, Brooke Scheel, Ky Beck-Gmeiner, and Mike Schrag. Staff members in attendance were Clerk-Treasurer Julie Flyckt, Deputy Clerk Treasurer ll Michelle Asmussen (remote), Public Works Director Dave Breazeale, Chief of Police Mike Suniga, and City Attorney John Kragt. City Fire Chief Joel Bell and Community Development Director Tom Reese were excused. Also present were Linda Schrag, Brian Bothun, Rick from the Cheney Free Press, and Rod Larse.
ACCEPTANCE OF THE CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Yaeger asked if there were any corrections or additions to the consent agenda. Council Member Mike Schrag made a motion to accept the consent agenda as presented for March 3, 2026, with payables in the amount of $116,805.87 and Payroll in the amount of $36,705.15. Council Member Dennis Chamberlain seconded the motion. Motion passed 7-0. 
PUBLIC REQUESTS AND COMMENTS-Mayor Yaeger asked if there was anyone from the public who would like to comment. With no comments, he moved on.

ACTION AGENDA
A. 1st Avenue Improvements: Division St. to Palouse-Pay Estimate #3-Closeout-Mayor Yaeger stated the pay estimate No. 3 is the final payment and the retainage the City has have been holding. After completion of the project, the City finally received the Department of L&I, Department of Revenue and Employment Securities release. Council Member Brooke Scheel made a motion to pay the retainage pay estimate No. 3 to Copenhaver Construction Inc. in the amount of $17,067.66 for the 1st Ave Improvements-Division St. to Palouse St. Council Member Jen Verhey seconded the motion. Motion passed 7-0.
B. Donation and Memorial Policy-Resolution No. 2026-01-Council Member Mike Schrag stated the Tree Board was tasked with coming up with some kind of concrete donation and memorial policy for the city to follow. Council Member Brooke Scheel stated they made it broad enough to cover small to big donations. Council Member Mike Schrag made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2026-01, a resolution of the City Council of the City of Ritzville adopting a donation and memorial policy.  Council Member Dennis Chamberlain seconded the motion.                                   Motion passed 7-0.
C. Department of Natural Resources Community Forestry Grant Agreement-Mayor Yaeger stated Tom asked the DNR some clarifying questions. On pages 32 through 35, Exhibit C, the question was why the year is 2025. Since it takes about 2-3 weeks for DNR to review an amendment, they want the City to sign the agreement first then they will change those task completion dates. Council Member Scheel stated the grant was applied for in 2023, and it was awarded early 2024 with a tentative start date of 2024. Then there were federal funding freezes, but it is now moving forward in 2026. Mayor Yaeger stated Exhibit E is already complete, but they did not include it in the agreement yet. Council Member Brooke Scheel made a motion to approve the execution of the DNR Urban & Community Forestry Subaward Agreement No. 93-110335. Council Member Dennis Chamberlain seconded the motion. Motion passed 7-0. 
DISCUSSION AGENDA
A. HB 2015 Public Safety Funding-Council Member Ky Beck-Gmeiner requested the agenda item and stated the Chief of Police needs some guidance on whether the City is going to move forward and apply for the public safety funding. Council Member Scheel reported that the public safety committee had requested the finance committee and staff to do a 6th police officer financial analysis, showing the grant funds and non-supported grant funds. There are distinctly two separate conversations, the 6th police officer is one conversation, and the House Bill is another. The analysis is still working on that, so there is no determination yet. Mayor Yaeger stated Clerk-Treasurer Julie Flyckt has been working on the analysis for several days to show the financial impact. The analysis will show the two different funding sources from the House Bill tax revenue and a grant that expires in 2028. The council's authority to enact the tax without voter approval expires in 2028 as well, creating a timeline for both the grant application and tax implementation. Chief Mike Suniga explained the compliance process for the grant, which includes a 180-day window to address any issues identified by the state. Chief Suniga suggested that the first round would be the most financially beneficial. The council discussed a proposed ordinance related to the Keep Washington Working Act, and Council Member Scheel expressed a firm no position. The discussion centered around federal grant funding, with City highlighting that adopting the ordinance could disqualify Ritzville from receiving federal grants. While the council acknowledged the need to explore sustainable funding options for potential new police officers, they had not yet conducted thorough research on alternative funding vehicles beyond the current grant proposal. The council discussed a state grant application for police reform initiatives, with City expressing concerns about the 80 hours of work required to complete the paperwork by the March 31st grant deadline. The council explored other wording options on the ordinance that would be accepted by CJTC. The council discussed compliance with the Keep Washington Working Act, which requires law enforcement agencies to have a policy on file regarding immigration status. The council members expressed concerns about the timing and noting that even if the ordinance language is changed, they would still need to reference the RCW, which aligns with Council Member Scheel’s concerns. No action was taken. 
CORRESPONDENCE
A. Department of Revenue Retirement Systems Compliance Review Report and City Petition- Mayor Yaeger stated he doesn’t agree with their item number one, so he wrote them an attention to readdress that item. Clerk-Treasurer Flyckt stated Deputy Clerk Treasurer Michelle Asmussen has completed all the other corrections and now DRS is just reviewing to make sure they are 100% correct. 
MAYOR UPDATES-Mayor Scott Yaeger reported he has been working on finalizing the Grainery District Development Agreement and coordinating letters of support for sewer line replacement across Columbia. 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE UPDATES:
· Licenses, Rules, and Permits-No report. 
· Finance and Employee Benefits: No report.
· Health and Wellness- No report.
· Public Safety-No report.
· Public Works-No report.
· Parks and Recreation-Council Member Scheel stated they had a meeting on Feb. 19th and had a conversation about the cemetery niche. They also talked about marking some of the Veteran’s graves up there to make it easier for flags. The cemetery Kiosk and map project is almost done. Public Works Director Dave Breazeale is going to get a quote for a metal sign, so it doesn’t need the doors on the kiosk. The clerk’s office is finalizing some data for the plots to make sure that is all accurate. The committee also discussed some of the other city properties and the status of those properties. 
· Personnel Committee- There is a meeting next Tuesday the 10th at 3:40pm. 
DEPARTMENT UPDATES
A. City Attorney-Attorney John Kragt reported he has been working with Chief Suniga on a few things.
B. Public Works-Director Dave Breazeale stated he ordered the cemetery niche. The new Public Works Director’s truck has been ordered, and the new street signs have been shipped as of yesterday. He asked Michelle Plumb for her assistance on the cemetery sign since she was involved with that project. They came up with a size and Newman Signs gave me the artwork for a 48x60 sign, estimated around $500. There is a sanitary survey coming up with the Department of Health, which they do every 3 or 4 years. Breazeale will need to get a drone to go on top of the water tank to take pictures of the hatch and make sure it is sealed so there is no contamination in the water supply. Breazeale submitted the biosolid report to the state. He also looked at the Moses Lake roundabout project, where the center section was installed and only had few more things to do. They started that project on Monday, so it is a super quick process. WSDOT has now ordered two. All the light poles are up that we were bought last year. 
C. Police Department-Police Chief Mike Suniga stated they have been working on animal control. He has been engaging with Adams County Pet Rescue as they have animal control contracts with a couple of other cities. If a good process can be worked out with them, then they can hold on they can pick up the dog, hold them for a few days and then drop them.  Officer Wardlaw will be off FTO by the 14th. With the call volume last week, there were a lot of things signed off, and arrests. Fiber is working in the police department building and the wireless network is not strong enough for the entire building, so they are looking for a wireless mesh for about $200 to make sure there is a strong internet connection throughout the whole building. There is some interest in the posted Sergeant position.
D. Fire- Chief Joel Bell excused.
E. Clerk/Treasurer-Clerk-Treasurer Julie Flyckt reported she has been focused on getting some projects off her list. She continues to work on the 2024 audit and the Innovia Foundation end of year and the 2026 requests reports. Once Mayor Yaeger and Flyckt meet with Innovia Foundation, they will send approval for the 2026 requests that are in the budget. There have been a few hiccups with the fiber install and Flyckt continues to coordinate that project with the vendor and staff. 
F. Community Development-Community Development Director Tom Reese was excused. Mayor Yaeger stated Reese has been working on a boundary line adjustment that has been approved. The SS4A plan is complete, and it has to move through the adoption process with the Planning Commission. Reese has been working with the library on trying to get them lined up with an architect that can provide a very detailed infrastructure report to help apply for grants. 

Executive Session-Under RCW42.301.110 (i)-The city council went into an executive session at 8:05pm to discuss with legal counsel representing potential litigation, which was expected to last for 15 minutes and ended at 8:20pm. 
ADJOURNMENT-With no further comments or business to come before the council, Mayor Yaeger adjourned the remote and in person meeting at 8:21pm.

 ____________________________________			_______________________________
Michelle Asmussen, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer			Julie Flyckt, Clerk-Treasurer
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