THE CITY OF RITZVILLE - REMOTHIN-PERSON COUNCIL MEETING AUGUST 4TH, 2026

OPENING OF COUNCIL MEETING

Mayor Yaeger opened the remote/in person council meeting at 7:00 p.m. The council members present
were Eric Ottmar, Jessica Quinn, Brooke Scheel, Jen Verhey, Dennis Chamberlain, and Ky Beck-Gmeiner.
Staff members in attendance were Clerk-Treasurer Julie Flyckt, Deputy Clerk Treasurer Il Michelle
Asmussen {remote), and Community Development Director Tom Reese. City Fire Chief Joel Bell, Council
Member Mike Schrag, Public Works Director Dave Breazeale, Chief of Police Mike Suniga, and City
Attorney John Kragt were excused. Also present were Brian Bothun, Rick Haverinen from the Cheney
Free Press, and Rod Larse.

ACCEPTANCE OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Yaeger asked if there were any corrections or additions to the consent agenda. Council Member
Dennis Chamberfain moved to accept the consent agenda for August 4th, 2026, with payabies in the
amount of $19,808.83 and payroll in the amount of $119,079.73. Council Member Jen Verhey seconded
the motion. Motion passed 6-0.

PUBLIC REQUESTS AND COMMENTS
Mayor Yaeger asked if there was anyone from the public who would like to comment. With no
comments, he moved on.

ACTION AGENDA
A. Music on Main Beer Garden Requests:

a. Pastime SportsCenter - The Council discussed the request for a street closure for the
Pastime SportsCenter event. The closure will include Washington St between the No Excuses
Gym and the Gritman Building from 11:00 a.m. on August 8th through 2:00 a.m. on August
9th. The event setup wili be similar to the Memorial Day weekend setup, with the stage and
hay bales positioned differently than in previous years.

b. Eagles - The Council discussed the Eagles Beer Garden request and associated street closure.
The setup will be the same as setup used for the previous year’s beer garden.

Council Member Brooke Scheel moved to approve the Pastime SportsCenter and Eagles beer
garden requests and the associated street closures from 11:00 a.m. on August 8th through
2:00 a.m. on August 9th. Council Member Dennis Chamberlain seconded the motion.
Motion passed 6-0.

¢. Music on Main - The Council also discussed the Music an Main festival and noted that a
formal street closure request had not yet been submitted. Council Member len Verhey
motioned to authorize the Mayor, Public Works Director, and Police Chief to review and
approve written street closure requests for Music on Main events for August 8th. Council
Member Dennis Chamberlain seconded the motion. Motion passed 6-0.

B. Planning Commission Appointment-Michelle Plumb - The Council reviewed the appointment of
Michelle Plumb to the Planning and Historic Commission. Mayor Yaeger presented her letter of
interest and noted support from the Planning and Historic Commission Chair and others. Council
Member Jessica Quinn made a motion to approve the appointment of Michelle Plumb to the
Planning and Historic Commission. Council Member Dennis Chamberiain seconded the motion.
Moticn passed 6-0.

C. Domestic Animals Permit Application-205 E. Olive - The Council reviewed the domestic animal
permit application for ducks at 205 E. Olive. Council Member Dennis Chamberlain stated the
License, Rules, and Permits committee reviewed the application and he visited the site. The
applicant keeps six ducks of breed that does not quack. The Council discussed concerns
regarding the permit process and enforcement. The Council agreed to proceed with approval of
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the permit and discussed reviewing the City's chicken and domestic animal erdinance, including
potential grace periods and enforcement provisions. Council Member Brooke Scheel made a
motion to approve the application for domestic animals for Brielonna Cook at 205 E. Olive Ave.
Council Member Jen Verhey seconded the motion. Motion passed 6-0.

DISCUSSION AGENDA

A. Adding Section 1.58.060 to Authorize an Additional One-Tenth of One Percent Sales and Use
Tax for Criminal Justice Purposes-Ordinance 2209-The Council discussed the proposed
ordinance and potential wording changes prior to scheduling a public hearing in September. The
Council discussed the need to consult with the Police Chief regarding the ordinance, The
ordinance will be reviewed and finalized at the upcoming Public Safety meeting on Thursday at
3:30 p.m.

CORRESPONDENCE ~ No correspondence.
REPORTS

A. Mayor Updates — No updates.

B. Council Committees Updates:

e License, Rules, and Permits-Already discussed on the agenda.

» Finance and Employee Benefits — No additional report as itemns were addressed on the agenda.

¢ Health and Wellness - The committee discussed plans for the next City Beautification Days,
tentatively scheduled for September 9th and 12th. The events will follow a similar format to
previous beautification events but wili not include home pickup services.

e Public Safety — The upcoming Public Safety meeting is on Thursday at 3:30 p.m.

¢ Public Works — No updates as the next meeting has not been scheduied yet.

e Parks and Recreation — The cemetery niche is now in place. The committee is obtaining sample
agreements from other communities for park and recreation activities and discussed efforts to
formalize the informal farmers’ market.

Personnel Committee — The Personnel Committee is awaiting HR policies, which are currently
being reviewed by legal counsel in Spokane.

City Attorney — John Kragt was excused.

Public Works — Director Dave Breazeale was excused.

Police — Police Chief Mike Suniga was excused.

Fire — Chief Joel Bell was excused.

Clerk-Treasurer — Clerk-Treasurer Julie Flyckt reported that department heads are expected to
submit their budgets this week. Flyckt and Reese are also working to complete the final SS4A
report, which is scheduled for submission on Wednesday. Flyckt reminded council that the
quarterly worlkshop is on August 14th and there are no agenda items yet. Flyckt reported on the
All Aboard Washington train meeting held at City Hall about the potential of an Amtrak stop in
Ritzvitle. Flyckt will contact Brian Bothun regarding the community members who volunteered to
serve on a committee and will coordinate internally to determine the City’s role in moving the
effort forward.

H. Community Development — Director Tom Reese reported on ongoing community development
and permit activities, including continued work on community projects. He continues to work
with the consultant on the Traffic Impact Fee.

ADJOURNMENT
With no further comments or business to come before the council, Mayor Yaeger adjourned the remote
and in-person meeting at 7:38 p.m.

Michelle Asmussen, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Julie Flyckt, Clerk-Treasurer
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