ORDINANCE NO. 2203
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RITZVILLE, WASHINGTON

ASSUMING THE RIGHTS, POWERS, FUNCTIONS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE
RITZVILLE TRANSPORTATION BENEFIT DISTRICT PURSUANT TO RCW 36.74

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Ritzville has adopted Ordinance 2198,

creating the Ritzville Transportation Benefit District with the same boundaries of the
City of Ritzville; and

WHEREAS, RCW 36.74 authorizes a city to assume the rights, powers, functions, and
obligations of a District created and within that city; and

WHEREAS, in order to assume the rights, powers, functions, and obligations of a
District, the city legislative body must adopt an ordinance or resolution indicating its

intent to conduct a hearing concerning such assumption; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Ritzville adopted Ordinance 2200 indicating
the intention of the City of Ritzville fo conduct a hearing concerning the assumption
of the rights, powers, functions, and obligations of the Transportation Benefit District;
and

WHEREAS, on November 18, 2025, the City Council of the City of Ritzville conducted
the public hearing allowing all persons interested in the proposed assumption the
opportunity to be heard; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Ritzville finds the public interest and welfare
is satisfied by the City of Ritzville City Council assuming the rights, powers,
immunities, functions, and obligations of the Ritzville Transportation Benefit District;
and

WHEREAS, the City Coungcil of the City of Ritzville desires to repeal and replace the
previously established Chapter 7.55 Ritzville Transportation Benefit District with a
new code that includes the assumption of the Transportation Benefit District;

NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Ritzville does ordain as follows:
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Section 1: Findings. The City Council of the City of Ritzville makes the following

findings to support the actions described herein:

A. Background
a. RCW 36.74 provides authority for the City of Ritzville to take over and

assume rights, powers, functions, and obligations of the Ritzville
Transportation Benefit District.

b. This action will significantly simplify the administration and of the funds
collected for streets for greater efficiency of government.

c. The Ritzville Transportation Benefit District has not yet collected any
funds, does not have any assets, does not have any contracts, has not
committed to any projects, and has not spent any funds, which

simplifies the transfer of authority.

Section 2: Assumption of the Ritzville Transportation Benefit District. The City of

Ritzville hereby assumes all rights, powers, immunities, functions, and obligations of the
Ritzville Transportation District and the City of Ritzville is hereby vested with every right,
power, immunity, function, and obligation currently granted to or possessed by the

Ritzville Transportation Benefit District.

Section 3: Repeal and Replacement to Ritzville City Code. The following Chapter

7.55 is hereby repealed and replaced into Title 7 of the Ritzville City Code:
Chapter 7.55 RITZVILLE TRANSPORTATION BENEFIT DISTRICT
7.55.010 Purpose.

The purpose of this Chapter is to establish a Transportation Benefit District
pursuant to RCW 35.21.225 and RCW 36.73. The City Council finds it is in the
public interest to provide adequate levels of funding for the purposes of ongoing
transportation improvements that preserve, maintain, and as appropriate,
construct or reconstruct the transportation infrastructure of the City of Ritzville,
consistent with RCW 36.73.
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7.55.020 Formation of a transportation benefit district.

Pursuant to RCW 35.21.225, a transportation benefit district is hereby created
by the Ritzville City Council. The Ritzville Transportation Benefit District shail be
coterminous with and encompassing the geographical boundaries of the
corporate limits of the city as they exist upon the effective date of this ordinance

or as they may be altered following future annexations.
7.55.021 Assumption of rights, powers, functions, and obligations.

The City Council hereby assumes the rights, powers, functions, and obligations
of the duly formed Transportation Benefit District in accordance with RCW 36.74.

7.55.030 Transportation benefit district governing board.

In accordance with RCW 36.73.020(3), the governing board of the Transportation
Benefit District shall be the Ritzville City Council. The board shall have the
authority to exercise the statutory powers set forth in chapter 36.73 RCW and
this chapter. |

A. Annual report. The governing board shall issue an annual report as
mandated by RCW 36.73.160(3).

B. Meetings. Governing board meetings shall be governed by the procedural
rules applicable to city council meetings. Actions taken by the governing board
shall follow the same procedure as the adoption of resolutions by the city council.

C. Treasurer. Consistent with RCW 36.73.020(4), the city clerk/treasurer shall
serve as the treasurer of the transportation benefit district.

7.55.040 Powers of the transportation benefit district.

The transportation benefit district shall possess all powers authorized under
chapter 36.73 RCW, including, but not limited to, requesting voter approval of
and imposing and collecting a sales and use tax in accordance with RCW
82.14.0455.
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A. Sales and Use Tax Authority. Pursuant to RCW 82.14.0455(1) and (2), the
governing board may, by ordinance, impose a sales and use tax of up to 0.1
percent for the purposes authorized in this chapter, without voter approval,
provided the tax is not in effect for more than ten years unless reauthorized in
accordance with law.

7.55.050 Transportation improvements funded.

A. Use of funds. Funds generated by the transportation benefit district may be
used for any legally permissible purpose, including operating the transportation
benefit district and making annual transportation improvements in line with state,
regional, or local transportation plans, and necessary due to existing or
foreseeable congestion levels as per chapter 36.73 RCW. Funds shall be used
for annual improvements in the operation, preservation, and maintenance of the
city's existing transportation infrastructure and future projects as outlined in the
six-year transportation improvement program and the most recent

comprehensive plan.

B. Objectives of improvements. Transportation improvements shall aim to
reduce transportation facility failure risks, improve safety, and preserve
infrastructure performance to prevent costly future replacements.

C. Annual implementation. Transportation improvement projects shali be
executed annually as funding allows. The district is not obligated to operate for
the full six-year period of the six-year comprehensive street program if the
governing board elects to dissolve the district under chapter 36.73 RCW.

7.55.060 Dissolution of the Transportation Benefit District

The transportation benefit district shall be dissolved consistent with the
provisions of RCW 36.73.170 when all indebtedness of the district has been
retired and when all of the district's anticipated responsibilities have been
satisfied.
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Section 3: Severability. If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance

should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional in a court of competent jurisdiction, such
invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity of any other section, sentence,

clause or phrase of this ordinance.

Section 4: Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force five (5)

days after is publication as provided by law.

ORDERED PUBLISHED, this 16th day of December 2025.

e

Scott Yaeger, Mayet~

Approved as to form:

ot o
e,

iJiéhﬁ Kragt, City Attorney

s

Attest:

Cdulie Flyckt, Clerk-Treasurer
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