THE CITY OF RITZVILLE - REMOTEAN-PER SON COUNCIL MEETING JULY 7TH, 2026

OPENING OF COUNCIL MEETING .
Mavyor Yaeger opened the remote/in person council meeting at 7:00pm. The council members present
were Eric Ottmar, lessica Quinn, Brooke Scheel, Dennis Chamberlain, Ky Beck-Gmeiner, and Mike Schrag
(remote). Staff members in attendance were Clerk-Treasurer Julie Flyckt, Deputy Clerk Treasurer Il
Micheile Asmussen (remote), Public Works Director Dave Breazeale, Community Development Director
Tom Reese (remote), City Attorney John Kragt and Chief of Police Mike Suniga. City Fire Chief Joel Bell
and Council Member Jen Verhey were excused. Also present were Brian Bothun, Ben Varela, Rick
Haverinen from the Cheney Free Press, and Rod Larse.

ACCEPTANCE OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Yaeger asked if there were any corrections or additions to the consent agenda. Council Member
Brooke Scheel moved to accept the consent agenda for July 7th, 2026, with payables in the amount of
$225,633.85 and Payroll in the amount of $112,326.82. Council Member Dennis Chamberlain seconded
the motion. Motion passed 6-0.

PUBLIC REQUESTS AND COMMENTS

Mayor Yaeger asked if there was anyone from the public who would like to comment.

Rick Haverinen from 503 W. 7*" Ave. complimented the city on its Fourth of July celebration, noting the
park was well maintained and the fireworks display was excellent. The council thanked staff and
volunteers for their efforts in making the event successful.

ACTION AGENDA

A. Public Works Board Application Submission and Compliance Certification Resolution 2026-05-
Clerk-Treasurer Julie Flyckt presented Resolution No. 2026-05 authorizing submission of an
application to the Washington State Public Works Board for funding assistance related to the
City's Water System Plan Update and certifying compliance with the program requirements.
Council Member Brooke Scheel asked about the greenhouse gas emissions reduction
requirement contained within the application and Flyckt looked up the resolution and showed
that the policy was adopted in 2016. Council Member Dennis Chamberlain moved to approve
Resolution No. 2026-05 authorizing submission of an application to the Washingion State Public
Works Board and certifying compliance with application requirements. Councit Member Brooke
Scheel seconded the motion. Motion passed 6-0.

B. Snaky Sewer Line Project Approval-Public Works Director Dave Breazeale and Ben Varela
presented the Snaky Sewer Line Project. The project includes construction of three new sewer
lines between East 8th Avenue and East 9th Avenue and will provide service to approximately
13 properties currently lacking sewer access. Easement agreements will be required with
affected property owners prior to construciion. Staff reported the project is ready to advertise
for bids pending final review and approval by the Washington State Department of Ecology.
Council Member Brooke Scheel moved to authorize staff to advertise the Snaky Sewer Line
Project for bids contingent upon Department of Ecology approval. Council Member Dennis
Chamberlain seconded the motion. Motion passed 6-0.

DISCUSSION AGENDA
A. Draft City of Ritzville Six-Year Transportation Improvement Plan {STIP)-Mayor Scott ‘{faeger
reviewed the draft Six-Year Transportation Improvement Plan with Council. Discussion included
proposed street preservation projects, including crack sealing and chip sealing, as well as future
projects to be submitted for Transportation Improvement Board funding consideration. Council
members were asked to review the draft plan and provide comments before adoption at a future
meeting.
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B. 2027 Budget Calendar-Clerk-Treasurer Julie Flyckt reviewed the proposed 2027 budget
calendar, highlighting upcoming budget workshops scheduled for August 14 and October 23.
The department and committee budget requests are due by mid-August for inclusion in the
workshop packets. Council also discussed the Visitor Impact Grant process and the need to
determine the application review process during the August budget workshop.

CORRESPONDENCE: None.

REPORTS

A. Mayor Updates — No report.
B. Council Committee Updates:
¢ License, Rules, and Permits — No report.

Finance and Employee Benefits — Everything was already discussed on the agenda.

Health and Wellness — No report,

Public Safety — No report.

Public Works — Committee reviewed the Snaky Sewer Line Project, Six-Year Transportation

Improvement Plan, and budget planning items.

Parks and Recreation — There is a meeting this coming Thursday.
¢ Personnel Committee — The handbook survey comments will be distributed to the Personnel

Committee for review before sending it back to Associated Industries.

C. City Attorney — lohn Kragt reported he had reviewed the proposed easement agreement for the
Snaky Sewer Line Project and provided comments for staff consideration.

D. Public Works — Director Dave Breazeale reported staff recently received new pickup trucks,
continue working on pathway signage, and are preparing to interview candidates to fill the
vacant Public Works position. Staff also continue wofk on easement acquisition for the Snaky
Sewer Line Project.

E. Police — Police Chief Mike Suniga provided an update on department operations and ongoing
public safety activities.

F. Fire —Chief Joel Bell was excused.

G. Clerk-Treasurer — Clerk-Treasurer Julie Flyckt reported Treasury bond investments have been
completed, with a quarterly investment report to be presented at the next council meeting. She
also reminded Council of upcoming budget deadlines and workshops.

H. Community Development — Director Tom Reese reported the Tree Board will meet on Friday to
continue work on Tree City USA projects, including placement of Tree City USA signs. He also
updated Council on the Urban Forest Parks and placemaking consultant selection process and
noted he will attend the upcoming Main Street workshop.

ADJOURNMENT
With no further comments or business to come before the council, Mayor Yaeger adjourned the remote
and in person meeting at 7:43pm.
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Michelle Asmussen, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Julie Flyckt, Clerk-Treasurer
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