THE CITY OF RITZVILLE REMOTE/IN PER SON COUNCIL MEETING NOVEMBER 41,2025

OPENING OF COUNCIL MEETING

Mayor Yaeger opened the remote and in person council meeting at 7:00pm. The council
members present were Michelle Plumb, Dennis Chamberlain, Jen Verhey, Jessica Quinn, Brooke
Scheel, Mike Schrag, and William Green. Staff members in attendance were Clerk-Treasurer Julie
Flyckt, Deputy Clerk Treasurer Il Michelle Asmussen (remote), Public Works Director Dave
Breazeale, Chief of Police Mike Suniga, City Attorney John Kragt and Community Development
Director Tom Reese. City Fire Chief loel Bell was excused. Also present were Linda Schrag, Brian
Bothun, Rick from the Cheney Free Press, and Rod Larse.

ACCEPTANCE OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Yaeger asked if there were any corrections or additions to the consent agenda. Council
Member Dennis Chamberlain made a motion to accept the consent agenda for November 4th,
2025, in the amount of $107,972.93 for payables and $78,264.33 for Payroll. Council Member
Mike Schrag seconded the motion. Motion passed 7-0.

PUBLIC REQUESTS AND COMMENTS-Mayor Yaeger asked if there was anyone from the public
who would like to comment. Brian Bothun at 309 W. 5tht" Avenue stated he wanted to spread
the word that Ritzville now has two streaming rail cameras at the Train Depot. They were able
to get the second one online yesterday and it can be viewed on YouTube. Each camera has its
own link and this one points both directions. Bothun thanked the council for its support
throughout this project and for Julie’s support as she was instrumental in helping to guide the
project.

ACTION AGENDA
A. Temporary Water Construction Rate Public Hearing, Ordinance No. 2201- Mayor

Yaeger opened the public hearing on the Chapter 10.10 Amendment to establish a
temporary censtruction rate at 7:04pm. This public hearing was for establishing a
distinct classification for temporary construction water to ensure equitable billing,
recover City costs, and prevent unauthorized use of hydrants and other connections.
The mayor asked if there were any written comments received by 5:00pm today, but
there were not any comments received. He asked if the council or the public had any
questions. Council Member Michelle Plumb stated in the ordinance the fourth whereas
is referencing code 35A, which Ritzville is not covered under. City Attorney John Kragt
stated 35A is for code cities and City of Ritzville is one of four second class cities left in
the state, so it would not fall under the 35A. The code would need to be under section
35. With no further testimony, the public hearing for the temporary construction rate
was closed at 7:08pm. Council Member Brooke Scheel made a motion to adopt
Ordinance No. 2201 an ordinance of the City of Ritzville amending Chapter 10.10 billing
and collection for city utilities as adopted in Ordinance 2187 of the Ritzville City Code to
establish a temporary construction water rate and amending Ordinance 2185 fee
schedule to adopt the city fee. Also, with the RCW correction to the 4™ paragraph for a
second-class city. Council Member Dennis Chamberlain seconded the motion. Motion
passed 7-0.
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B. General Code Supplementation eCode360 Upgrade Agreement —Clerk-Treasurer Julie
Flyckt stated she sent the agreement to the license & rules committee for their review
before the council meeting. General Code purchased Code Publishing, and they have a
newer platform. The difference in cost is very minimal, it will give us more access, and
access to an internal site to post documents. The agreement is in the amount of $1,195
for the annual maintenance. Council Member Michelle Plumb stated she likes that there
are now going to be alerts and get notifications when a code changes. Council Member
Michelle Plumb made a motion to approve the mayor to sign the agreement for
supplementation services with General Code in the amount of $1,195. Council Member
Jen Verhey seconded the motion. Motion passed 7-0.

C. Police Department Heat Exchangers Replacement-Mayor Yaeger stated two of the
three heating units in the police department are not working. Chief Suniga received
three quotes and Kysar was the cheapest at $6,030.56. Due to the amount, the finance
committee voted to approve the expense at their meeting today so there is no vote
needed from council. They just wanted to provide the update to council.

DISCUSSION AGENDA

A. 2026 Preliminary Budget- Mayor Yaeger stated the preliminary budget includes all of
the changes from the October 10™ workshop. The changes include the operating
transfer to the Tree Board in the amount of $3,200 for the walking path irrigation, the
street fund supplies increased by $1,500 for the Centennial Path sign, Fund 105 City
Beautification includes the 53,783 for the 1% Ave Tree Project, Tree Lighting and the one
bench, Fund 301 Capitol Improvement has the park plan for $10,000. There was a
correction to the Fund 401 water system plan from $15,000, it is actually $150,000. The
plan will be funded by a 50% grant of $75,000. |n the ER&R 500 fund, the police car was
moved from 2025 to 2026 since it is getting towards the end of the year. The water
truck purchase was changed to 2025 since it was purchased under budget. The Periodic
Update was budgeted for $20,000, but the first year is only estimated at $10,000. In the
Fund 003 Law & lustice the Lexipro policy program fee has increased to $5,600. Council
Member Michelle Plumb asked why we didn’t have all our financial policies separate as
a resolution for each one as there are 11 pages of policies in the budget. Plumb also
noted that there is about 40% of the fee schedule attached but there hasn’t been
anything changed to reference which parts of the codes they belong to. Clerk-Treasurer
Julie Flyckt stated that it was a conversation with the finance committee who stated
they liked the layout of the fee schedule and to go forward with what was there.

MAYOR UPDATES-Mayor Yaeger stated he has been husy working on the 2026 budget.
COUNCIL COMMITTEE UPDATES:

s Licenses, Rules and Permits-Council Member Chamberlain sated he and Tom Reese are
going to have a meeting later this week or the following week.
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Finance and Employee Benefits-Council Member Schrag stated the finance committee
approved purchasing the heat exchangers for the police department from Kysar in the
amount of $6,030.56.

Health and Wellness Council Member Schrag stated they have a meeting scheduled for
November 10,

Public Safety-There is @ meeting set for Thursday at 3:30pm.

Public Works-Council Member Michelle Plumb stated the committee had a SS4A catch
up meeting last week with SCJ Alliance.

Parks and Recreation-No report.

Personnel Committee-No report.

DEPARTMENT UPDATES

A.

B.

m

City Attorney-Attorney John Kragt stated he has a couple code updates he is working
through with the Chief of Police.

Public Werks-Public Works Director Dave Breazeale stated the new water truck, and the
salter/spreader is here. The crew is getting the plow trucks ready to get the new salter
and sander installed on the new truck and they are picking up leaves. All the bathrooms
are closed for the winter, the irrigation is all off, and all of the lines will be blown out by
the end of this week. The lights came in for the new city sign so they will get those
instalied by next week.

Police Department-Chief of Police Mike Suniga stated they had a safe Halloween. The
next couple weeks he will be finishing up a couple policies and start focusing on and
moving forward with the list that was established.

Fire-Chief Joel Bell was excused.

Clerk/Treasurer-Treasurer Julie Flyckt stated she worked with Chief Suniga on a cheaper
alternative to help those who cannot hear very well in the council chambers. The
cheaper alternative did not work so they are going to continue to try and find a solution.
The state auditors will be onsite tomorrow. They are working on completing the city’s
2023 audit, which includes the federal and financial audit. After the 2023 audit is
complete, they will start the federal, financial and accountability audit for 2024. The
auditors have agreed to take a look at the draft procurement policy update to see if it
meets the requirements. The preliminary budget hearing is set for the next council
meeting. Then there will be the final budget at the last council meeting of the year. The
last meter read was in October and now there will be average utility billing until the
meters are read again in April. The city’s insurance company, CIAW, stopped by and
talked with staff today. They provided reminders about the resources they offer and
discussed the city’s liabilities and ideas of how to reduce those.

Community Development-Community Development Director Tom the second
Community Heart and Soul meeting was held and there was a good turnout. There were
a few council members there and he would like to get their feedback on what their
experience was at the meeting. The next step is for the work group to move forward
and get the grant application into Innovia Foundation. There are some good

opportunities identified at the SS4A meeting including some capital projects on the
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city’s STIP and in the Comp plan for implementation or future grant funding. As a partial
planning community there are three sections that need to be updated as part of the
two-year process. Reese is working with SCJ Alliance on updating some city maps with
the recent annexations. He has also been working with the ministerial association to get
their sign back on track.

EXECUTIVE SESSION- Mayor Yaeger opened the Executive Session at 7:50pm for the City
Council to evaluate the qualifications of an applicant for public employment or to review the
performance of a public employee per RCW 42.30.110.1.g, for 15 minutes. After that time,
Mavyor Yaeger then extended the executed session for an additional 10 minutes. Mayor Yaeger
adjourned the Executive Session at 8:15pm.

ADJOURNMENT-With no further comments or business to come before the council, Mayor
Yaeger adjourned the remote and in person meeting at 8:16pm.

Michelle Asmussen, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer
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